
AGENDA 

 

I-494 Corridor Commission 

Board of Directors Meeting 

 

Wednesday, July 8, 2020 – 7:30 a.m. 

Virtual Meeting 

 

 

 

7:30    Call to Order (Chair) 

 

7:30    Review June 2020 Meeting Minutes 

       

      7:35    Treasurer’s Report (Sue Kotchevar) 

 

      7:40    Legislative Update (Katy Sen) 

        

7:55    Technical Report (Kate Meredith)  

 

8:05    MnDOT I-494 Project Priorities 

           (Amber Blanchard and Andrew Lutaya, MnDOT) 

        

8:30    Discuss and Adopt 2021 Budget (Madison) 

 

8:45    Promotion of Kate Meredith to Vice President (Madison) 

 

8:50   Board Chair Succession Planning (Chair, Madison) 

  

      9:00    Adjourn 

                                        

 

Next Meeting Date/Time: 

Wednesday, August 12 from 7:30 – 9:00 a.m.  

Format Zoom 

 



I-494 Corridor Commission 

Board of Directors Meeting 

June 10, 2020 

DRAFT Minutes 

 

Board Members Attending: 

Brad Aho, Jack Baloga, Mary Brindle, David Lindahl, Glen Markegard, Rebecca Schack, 

Andrew Scipioni, Simon Trautmann, Julie Wischnack 

Others Attending:  

Kristin Asher (for Jack Broz), Amber Blanchard, Metropolitan Council Commissioner Molly 

Cummings, Representative Steve Elkins, Metropolitan Council Commissioner Judy Johnson, Sue 

Kotchevar, Michelle Leonard, Melissa Madison, Kate Meredith, Katy Sen 

 

Motion Passed: Approved May 13, 2020 Meeting Minutes. Roll call vote (per Minnesota Open 

Meeting Law requirements for virtual meetings) taken: 

Councilmember Aho – yea 

Kristin Asher (for Jack Broz) – abstain 

Councilmember Baloga – yea 

Councilmember Brindle – yea  

Jack Broz – absent 

David Lindahl – yea 

Glen Markegard – yea 

Councilmember Schack – yea 

Andrew Scipioni – yea 

Councilmember Trautmann – absent at time of vote  

Julie Wischnack – yea 

Motion Passed: Approved the May 2020 Payment of Claims/Check Register 

Motion Passed: Approved May 2020 Financial Report as Presented 

Treasurer Report (Prepared by the City of Eden Prairie, presented by Sue Kotchevar) 

Review of May 2020 payment of claims. Roll call vote on the May Check Register: 

Councilmember Aho – yea 

Kristin Asher (for Jack Broz) – abstain 

Councilmember Baloga – yea 

Councilmember Brindle – yea 

Jack Broz – absent 

David Lindahl – yea 

Glen Markegard – yea 

Councilmember Schack – yea 

Andrew Scipioni – yea 

Councilmember Trautmann – yea 

Julie Wischnack – yea 



The check register and summary income and balance sheet was reviewed. The CMAQ grant is at 

32 percent through March. April is down in accounts receivable. Will submit May in the next 

week or two, so revenues are about 52 percent collected. 

Expenses are at 34 percent, which is close to last year – last year we were at 35 percent spent. A 

summary of items over 42 percent is included in the report, including workers compensation. 

Property insurance is 113 percent spent – the bill is more than last year but close to 2018. Bond 

insurance is due to the timing of the payments, rent is included for June. Vendor table fees are 

the same as last year. 

An overview of the 2019 budget process was included for reference in budget discussions. 

Original numbers were updated once the 2019 financial statements became available. ED 

Madison has been working on submitting invoice No. 4 for the $30,000 grant for 35W@94. 

There were some questions about reconciling the third quarter of 2018 but ED Madison has sent 

in all available information. The Wells Fargo checking account should be closed as soon as 

possible and the First Minnetonka credit card also still needs to be closed.  

A review of the check register followed. Not a lot of activity in the check register.  

Motion and second to approve. Roll call vote was taken to approve the payments and claims and 

check register.  

 

Legislative Update (Katy Sen) 

The 2020 session ended with no deals on a bonding bill or tax bill. Both bodies brought their 

bonding bills forward the last weekend of session and neither was able to pass their bills.  

The 494 Corridor Commission funding was well placed before COVID-19 and then it became 

difficult to find funding. Rep. Steve Elkins was working with Rep. Frank Hornstein on some 

ideas for funding telecommuting, which is related to COVID-19, but there were no spending 

items passed. There was not a transportation finance bill.  

Items of interest that might still be in play if a bonding bill is considered during special session: 

the 77th Street underpass (Richfield) was in House bill for $7 million; both House and Senate had 

money for Transportation Economic Development (TED) spending; the House had $55 million 

for Met Council Bus Rapid Transit (BRT). Neither one had Corridors of Commerce funding. 

Both bills included funding for MnDOT, but funds were earmarked for specific projects. No 

changes for MnPASS lane configuration were included.  

A special session is expected to begin Friday. Public safety reform and police reform will likely 

be issues after the death of George Floyd.  

Rep. Elkins said he participated in a Zoom caucus meeting on Tuesday, June 9 and was told to be 

prepared to come in to session on June 12. A police reform bill is likely. Some of the bills that 

died during regular session will be reintroduced and go through the whole committee process 

before they can be passed.  

Rep. Elkins participated in a legislative tour of Lake Street and University Avenue in St. Paul, 

West Broadway area in North Minneapolis. There are some things, like fixing up the 

Minneapolis library, that could eat up pieces of the bonding bill.  



Rep. Hornstein is having a tour for transportation committee members for the B and E lines of 

the BRT corridors. He is anxious to get those funded in a bonding bill. The House bonding bill 

had $5 million for BRT. “We were sitting in really good shape in terms of getting the allocation 

for the 494 Commuter Services until COVID-19 hit,” Rep. Elkins said. With COVID-19, nobody 

is putting forth any supplemental budgets this year.  

 

Technical Report (Kate Meredith) 

Staff met with seven employers and property managers primarily for telework resources. 171 

drive alone drivers pledged to try a sustainable commute. Kate was invited by Councilmember 

Trautmann to participate in a Richfield Chamber meeting to provide a telework services update. 

A list of employers, commuters and residents to receive assistance from Commuter Services in 

2019 was created for Minnetonka. 

Commuter Services celebrates Bike to Work Week June 15-19. A webinar, Bicycle Commuting 

Basics, is scheduled. A related press release was sent to all five chambers and member cities. 

The Commuter Challenge continues through July 31. 

We are hosting a June 25 webinar with MnDOT about the Around the Airport project and other 

area projects. We are inviting our employer contacts and will promote it widely.  

The 2020 Commute to Work Survey was distributed to more than 5800 commuters and received 

a response rate of 12.9 percent. Results show telework will continue. Drive alone transportation 

will likely increase in the immediate future. Bike transportation is on the rise; 28 percent say 

they are nervous about biking in traffic. 37 percent are not aware we are on social media.  

A TDM ordinance Commuter Services helped to draft with Andrew Scipioni was well received 

by the City of Edina. Bloomington will update their ordinance and Edina might learn from the 

experience. Edina city staff will put together a recommended policy for council consideration.  

Kate is contacting employers by phone, talking about where they are now and what their return 

to work situation will be. Employers are reviewing commuting programs they have in place and 

determining what kinds of changes might be made.  

 

MnDOT Update (Amber Blanchard, Andrew Lutaya) 

Traffic is starting to get back to normal levels – it is currently 12 percent less than this time last 

year. MnDOT will likely continue its telework program through the end of the year. Andrew and 

Amber will be teleworking. If there are in-person meetings in the future, let them know because 

they are mandated to participate in telework meetings. 

An update was given on the I-35W Minnesota River Bridge project and the Orange Line/Knox 

Avenue Transitway construction project. 

Amber Blanchard shared the presentation from 494: Airport to Highway 169 project’s Technical 

Advisory Committee meeting held June 3. MnDOT’s project vision is from 169 to the airport but 

resources are limited and MnDOT cannot do the entire vision in one project. MnDOT plans to 

unveil an implementation plan at the PAC meeting. 



Project A’s scope is the northbound to westbound directional ramp as part of the turbine 

interchange. It includes two bridges to get under 494 and over 35; two westbound lanes, 

including a MnPASS lane; MnPASS in both directions from Hwy. 100 to 35W; braid bridges at 

Penn Avenue exits; pavement reconstruction between Xerxes and 35W; and additional auxiliary 

lanes. Projections show a reduction in congestion in A.M. and P.M. travel westbound, and A.M. 

travel eastbound, but there is no significant improvement in congestion of traffic in the 

eastbound P.M. Eastbound is not likely going to be improved until the east side and the access 

reconfiguration can be done. 

Kristin Asher asked about timelines for the eastbound section of I-494. “This seems like a fatal 

flaw to not do anything east of the interchange. The access reconfiguration has a lot of cost 

benefit.” 

There is no timeline right now for eastbound I-494. It will depend on when funding becomes 

available. However, MnDOT is recommending that four bridges are included in the next phase. 

MnPASS cannot be extended through those sections because there is not enough room. Those 

bridges have to come next in order to do anything east of 35W. Construction of the MnPASS 

lane between 35W and Hwy. 77 would follow. The two projects could be combined if there are 

enough funds.  

Project A does not include the 82nd Street plan with the braid bridges and the replacement of 

82nd Street bridge, due to lack of funding, so it would be the next phase. MnPASS between 

highways 169 and 100 would be the last section to be completed.  

Concerns were raised over whether the described Project A fits the definition described in the 

Corridors of Commerce funding. MnDOT feels the plan meets the intent of what was proposed 

for Project A. 

 

Review 2021 Draft Budget (Melissa Madison) 

Everyone has a budget packet. The first page shows highlights in yellow for the current 2020 

budget, and the categories where we can see a savings by the end of the year. Savings in each 

category add up to be approximately $45,600. 

The draft 2021 budget revenues were outlined. The CMAQ grant will remain flat. It has been at 

that same level for eight years now. Increasing baseline funding might be something we could 

discuss with the TAB in the future. 

The MnDOT grant of $30,000 is for outreach and activity that our staff does for the 35W@94 

construction project. The remainder of the grant should be allocated in 2020, though we had only 

budgeted to receive $6,000 of the grant in 2020. 

In 2020, the Corridor Commission raised its membership dues from 40 cents per resident, per 

city to 50 cents per resident, per city. Metropolitan Council population estimates for 2019 show 

the estimated combined total to be just under 300,000 people living in our five cities. If dues 

remain consistent, we would capture just under $150,000 for membership dues in 2021. 

The fee for service revenue line is new, as of 2020, for things like a nominal fee for employers to 

attend our State of the Commute. This year instead of holding the State of the Commute in 

person, we will probably pivot that into a telework summit. No requests for assistance with TDM 



plans have been received this year. We may only collect $2,000 out of the $15,500 that was 

budgeted for 2020. As such, $4,000 is budgeted for fee for service for 2021.  

Potential for revenue may come from MnDOT for education outreach on the I-494 project. We 

need to put together a proposal for MnDOT. They have verbally indicated a willingness to 

provide financial support for this purpose. 

Expenses from the 2020 budget are listed, per line item, followed by the proposed 2021 per line 

item. Several budget categories have proposed changes. Staff salary increases are tied to an 

average of what member cities offer their employees as a percentage increase. In 2020, that was 

2.65 percent. A 2 percent estimated average is planned for 2021, but that may change based on 

what cities adopt in their final budget. The special projects position has been removed. Ideally, 

the temp budget would not be reduced but we are being conservative so the Corridor 

Commission does not need to raise its dues for 2021.  

Outreach mileage and parking will be significantly reduced. We will conduct more meetings via 

Zoom than in person and that commuter fairs. We know COVID-19 will have an impact. We 

estimate about half of what our outreach mileage was budgeted for, for 2020. 

Printing and postage is reduced as we put more resources into PDF and deliver commuter 

assistance via email. 

Property casualty insurance is the same as last year. Rent might go up. Our current lease is going 

to end this year, in 2020, in November. There have been conversations that another tenant in the 

building wants the space. They are a larger tenant. Other space is available but for a higher rate.  

2020 shows a beginning fund balance of $250,000. Revenues were changed to reflect items 

previously highlighted. Budgeted expense is $521,000; the anticipated balance for 2020 will be 

$210,205.  

The beginning fund balance for 2021 would be the $210,205. Revenues are projected to be down 

for 2021, but it does not include the possibility of receiving direct funding from MnDOT for the 

494 construction that is taking place, as well as the Orange Line and what’s happening around 

the airport. Projected expenses based on the draft budget for 2021 would be $552,000 and the 

ending fund balance would then be at the end of 2021, would be $115,086. 

Chair Aho commented that it really spends down our fund balance, down to less than half, 

almost a third, of what it is now. How comfortable are you, if we go down to that level, that that 

will provide enough buffer for the Corridor Commission as we wait for funding to come in? 

A four-month operating float is preferred. $115,000 would be closer to three months. ED 

Madison is confident that we will be able to enter a contract with MnDOT for outreach. 

Our IT company has indicated the current server needs to be replaced within less than a year. A 

quote of $24,000 was received for a replacement server. Chair Aho will assist in getting a better 

quote, but also indicated cloud-based technology should also be considered. ED Madison expects 

$45,000 of unspent budget fuds available from 2020, so recommends putting a new server on the 

2020 budget.  

Councilmember Brindle suggested staff telework permanently, closing the office and eliminating 

need for rent. Since the shelter in place order was issued, staff goes into the office an average of 

once per week, ED Madison reported. Staff is most productive when they are together several 

times throughout the week in the office. There is also the issue of storage and mileage. Several 



staff members have a longer commute, so payment for trips would begin at their home and 

become a higher expense.   

David Lindahl suggested a contingency plan for the budget that shows what it might look like if 

Commuter Services were to go to a full telework arrangement. “At the end of the day, it’s still 

kind of difficult for me to be out there saying that we’re pitching telecommuting but yet we say 

we can’t do it because of productivity,” he said.  

Chair Aho thought meeting space might be available from the member cities, though storage 

would be a consideration. With more materials being delivered electronically, will we still need 

as much storage space? 

The Corridor Commission’s joint powers agreement requires an adopted budget by Sept. 1. 

Councilmember Schack asked whether the Commission would want to consider another dues 

increase to be safe, in case other projected revenue streams do not come through. ED Madison 

would be more comfortable with more in the reserve if the additional revenue does not come 

through but is concerned some cities may not be able to afford another increase in this economic 

climate, especially Richfield. Councilmember Trautmann said Richfield wants the Corridor 

Commission to succeed and does see the value of being a member.  

He also suggested looking into shared workspaces as an option to office rental. He worked with a 

group named Office Center, which has several locations in member cities. Space usage is flexible 

and affordable. ED Madison will research the option. 

Chair Aho is not in favor of increasing dues, as cities do not fully understand the impact of 

COVID-19 on the current climate and future budgets. “I know we had meetings with all of the 

city managers and I think those all went really well, however, that was all pre- this COVID-19 

changes. The situation has really changed since we met with city managers,” he said. We can 

poll all the cities. 

 

Update on Executive Director’s short-term leave (Melissa Madison) 

Principle Life Insurance has been paying for ED Madison’s short-term leave, except for the 

hours she has worked for the Corridor Commission each week. Short-term disability ends June 

15, though ED Madison’s physician recommends applying for long-term disability. The 

physician has concerns about the approval because ED Madison works between 5 and 19 hours 

every week. She would continue to do so if long-term disability is approved. If not, the board 

subcommittee had previously discussed possibility of paying out for the number of overtime 

equivalent hours worked in 2019. 

Chair Aho asked how much more time would be needed. He is concerned with ED Madison 

working and not having time to work through her personal progress. ED Madison could not say 

how much longer she would need, though the current program her family is taking part in is for 

14 weeks. If the long-term disability is not approved, she will probably come back to work 40 

hours per week.  

Councilmember Schack suggested another subcommittee meeting if the coverage is not 

approved. ED Madison expects to hear about the approval within 2 ½ weeks.  

 



Adjourn (Roll call was taken to adjourn, per Minnesota Open Meeting Law requirements for 

virtual meetings.) 

Councilmember Aho – yea 

Kristin Asher (for Jack Broz) – yea 

Councilmember Baloga – yea 

Jack Broz – absent 

David Lindahl – yea 

Glen Markegard – yea 

Councilmember Schack – yea 

Andrew Scipioni – yea 

Councilmember Trautmann – absent at time of vote 

Julie Wischnack – absent at time of vote 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

2020 Legislative Session Summary 
Prepared for by Katy Sen and Courtney Jasper 
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2020 LEGISLATIVE SESSION SUMMARY 
Before COVID 

The 2020 legislative session began February 11 with legislators discussing their goals and plans for 

the next four months, none of which included a state-wide shutdown due to a pandemic. Before 

COVID-19 arrived in Minnesota, legislators had three main goals for this session: to highlight 

campaign issues for the November election, to pass a bonding bill, and to take advantage of the $1.5 

billion surplus.  

 

Since 2020 is an election year with every member of the House and Senate on the ballot, legislators 

were planning to use this session to advocate for and position their priorities in preparation of 

summer and fall campaigning. The pressure of being in an election year signaled that this would be a 

tense year of negotiations, with members vying for political power and changes occurring in 

leadership.  

 

The most significant leadership change came two weeks before session began, with DFL Senator 

Susan Kent ousting Senator Tom Bakk as the Senate Minority Leader. Senator Bakk, who represents 

Northeastern Minnesota, had served as the leader of the Senate DFL caucus since 2011. Senator 

Kent’s upset was a surprise to many, and some speculated that her victory symbolized the DFL’s 

growing focus on the metro area. Senator Kent is the first woman to lead the Senate DFL Caucus.  

 

The session began with an intended focus on policy bills, budget surpluses and attention to a bonding 

bill, which is the premiere piece of legislation during even-numbered years. Governor Walz started 

the volley when he released a $2 billion package of projects that he wanted funded, containing more 

than 350 public works projects. The Democrats were expected to create a larger proposal, perhaps 

upwards of $3 billion dollars, while the Republicans who are typically hesitant to craft a bill for over 

$1 billion suggested a bill between $1 billion and $1.5 billion was more prudent.  

 

Early legislative dialog also centered around what they were going to prioritize with the $1.5 billion 

surplus that the state had accumulated over the last year. Ideas for these funds varied wildly by party; 

Republicans wanted to focus on tax relief and use the surplus to repeal the provider tax and offset 

social security income tax, while Democrats wanted to use the surplus to provide a boost to early 

education funding.  

 

As session continued into early March, business seemed to be proceeding as usual: rallies were taking 

place in the Capitol for driver’s licenses for undocumented immigrants, and gun laws like expanded 

background checks and red flag laws. Democrats planned to focus on paid family medical leave, 

climate protections, criminal justice reform, and grants for schools to hire additional counselors and 

social workers. Republicans were lining up their priorities as well: school vouchers, gun rights, voter 

ID requirements, and repealing the Social Security Income Tax. Both sides were in agreement that 
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they wanted to pass an insulin protection bill and increase legislative oversight over the Department 

of Human Services. Little did they know that the next four months would lead to a statewide stay at 

home order, remote committee hearings, and the disappearance of the billion-dollar surplus.  

COVID-19 Begins 

On Friday, March 6th, Minnesota confirmed their first positive coronavirus case.  The individual had 

been on a Grand Princess Cruise ship and self-quarantined when they returned home. Two days later, 

a second positive case appeared, and on Monday March 9th, the legislature passed their first 

coronavirus relief package, which the Governor promptly signed into law.  

1st Coronavirus Package (3/9) SF 3813 (Relph)/HF 4275 (Liebling), Chapter 66 

The first coronavirus package appropriated almost $21 million to an emergency account for public 

health with the qualification that the money be used only for the coronavirus outbreak. The 

Department of Health used the funds for purchasing PPE, expanding testing, and to cover the costs 

for additional staff. The bill passed both the House and Senate unanimously.  

During the following seven days, the state began to shut down. The University of Minnesota 

announced that it would suspend in-person classes, the Mall of America closed, and Governor Walz 

declared a peacetime emergency on March 13th. At that time, there were 9 positive coronavirus cases 

in the state. Later that week, the Governor declared that all schools would move online and not return 

to class until at least March 27. All restaurants and bars were asked to shut down in advance of St. 

Patrick’s Day with the exception of delivery and pickup orders.  

Minnesota Shuts Down 

Early in the morning on March 17, the Legislature passed their second coronavirus package of $200 

million. Leadership decided to meet remotely for at least the next 30 days. By this time, 60 cases had 

been identified in the state.  

2nd Coronavirus Package (3/17) SF 4334 (Benson)/HF3980 (Liebling), Chapter 70 

This package totaled $200 million, with $50 million going into a health care contingency account and 

$150 million in DHS grants to health care providers, with a caveat that providers could not bill 

uninsured patients for the cost of COVID-19 screening, testing, or care. These funds could be used to 

expand telemedicine, create additional capacity, and isolate positive cases. 

The week of March 17 included many more shutdowns, including facilities like spas, salons, tattoo 

parlors, as well as an executive order stopping elective surgeries, effective beginning March 

23rd.  The Governor also created a special 30-day enrollment period for health insurance to increase 

health care access during the pandemic. It was also during this week that he announced he would 

begin daily press conferences with the Department of Health to keep Minnesotans updated. By the 

end of the week, positive tests had reached triple digits and the Governor authorized the National 

Guard to help with the response.  
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On Wednesday, March 25, Governor Walz signed the Stay at Home order, with an end date of April 

10th.  He was met with resistance from Republicans in the Legislature, with Senate Majority Leader 

Gazelka stating that he had “grave concerns' about such a bold action. The same day, he also 

announced that he was continuing to keep places of public accommodation closed until May 1, and 

schools would continue distance learning until May 4.  

The following day, March 26, the House and Senate passed their third coronavirus support package 

in 19 days - this bill appropriated $330 million in COVID-19 aid to small businesses and individuals.  

3rd Coronavirus package (3/26) SF 4451 (Gazelka)/HF4351 (Winkler), Chapter 74  

This bill added $200 million to the COVID Minnesota Fund, $72.5 million to the Department of Human 

Services to support the exacerbated areas of homelessness, emergency childcare grants, and food 

assistance, $57.7 million to the Department of Human Services to preserve access to the 

Department’s programs, and $10 million for the Small Business Loan Guarantee Program. The bill 

passed unanimously in the Senate, but in the House, the four members that comprise the New 

Republican Caucus voted against the bill.  

The Shutdown Continues 

On April 1, Senate Majority Leader Gazelka announced the creation of a COVID-19 Response Working 

Group. This group of Senators met daily for a few weeks, hearing presentations from agencies, 

businesses, and individuals to aid their decision-making for future coronavirus legislation. By this 

time, all committee meetings and floor sessions had begun meeting remotely to follow social 

distancing guidelines, with members joining official meetings via Zoom and voting electronically - a 

first in Minnesota’s legislative history.  

On April 7th, both bodies passed the Worker’s Compensation bill for first responders that tested 

positive for coronavirus, The following day, the Governor extended the Stay at Home Order and the 

closure of places of public accommodation.  

Worker’s Compensation Bill (4/7): SF 4458 (Howe)/HF4537 (Wolgamott), Chapter 72 

The Worker’s Compensation bill stated that if a first responder contracted the coronavirus, it could 

be presumed for them to have gotten it on the job, which would then qualify them for worker’s comp. 

The burden of proof then falls on the employer to prove that an employee did not contract COVID-19 

from working.  

On April 14, the Legislature passed their fourth coronavirus package - this bill mostly contained small 

policy tweaks for agencies and health care providers. By this time, 79 deaths had been recorded in 

Minnesota.  

4th Coronavirus Package (4/14) HF 4556 (Winkler)/SF 4462 (Gazelka), Chapter 74 

This bill contained several small provisions to fine-tune the state’s COVID response, including 

language that allowed marriage licenses to be obtained remotely instead of in person, as well as 

covering some testing costs, expanding telemedicine, extending certain deadlines and expiration 

dates, and updating the open meeting law to allow for remote participation from members.  
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On April 15, to show solidarity with the many Minnesotans who were out of work, Gov. Walz signed 

an executive order that reduced his own salary, the salary of his Chief of Staff, and the salaries of all 

State Commissioners by 10%. Two days later, he signed into law a bill passed by the House and Senate 

that allowed for takeout beer and wine sales during the shutdown under certain conditions.  

Takeout Wine and Beer Bill (4/17) SF 4489 (Housley)/HF4562 (Halverson) Chapter 75 

The Takeout Wine and Beer bill was contested by some stakeholders and a first for Minnesota- it 

allowed the sale of the equivalent of a six-pack of beer OR the equivalent of one bottle of wine to be 

sold with a takeout order from restaurants. The law contains many caveats: the person picking up 

the order must be over 21, the order cannot subsist of only alcohol, and only one six pack or one 

bottle of wine can be sold at a time.  

Restrictions Begin to Loosen 

April 17 was the first date that official action took place to begin loosening restrictions placed on 

Minnesotans. Governor Walz signed an executive order that allowed for certain outdoor recreational 

activities such as hunting, fishing, trapping, boating, hiking, biking, and golfing, as long as social 

distancing measures were kept up. On Thursday, April 23, the Governor allowed workers in certain 

non-critical sectors to begin returning to their workplaces if necessary and only if the workplaces 

submitted an approved COVID-19 Preparedness Plan to the state.  

At the same time, the Governor announced a joint venture between the University of Minnesota, the 

Mayo Clinic, and the state to reach a goal of testing 5,000 Minnesotans per day, with the intention of 

being able to test all symptomatic individuals and then isolate and trace those that had been in 

contact with positive cases.  

 On April 30 and May 1, Governor Walz also allowed for additional non-critical sector workers to be 

able to go back to work if their employer had an approved preparedness plan, and allowed for food 

trucks to operate at highway rest areas. The Governor allowed elective surgeries to begin again on 

May 5, with facilities using specific safety measures to keep their patients safe.  

On May 7, the House passed the COVID-19 Economic Security Act, which provided $208 million in 

grants for small business loans, personal care assistants, housing, broadband, and telemedicine. The 

bill was met with a lot of contention from the House Republicans, who made several unsuccessful 

attempts to use the bill as a carrier for an amendment to end the Governor’s emergency powers. As 

of May 14, the Senate had not yet heard the bill on the floor.  

The Beginning of the End? 

The following week, the Governor extended the peacetime emergency to remain in effect until June 

12. This was met with concern from Republicans, who felt that the Governor’s continued extensions 

were doing more harm than good. With the economy shut down for nearly two months, Minnesota’s 

unemployment rate was well into the double digits and many feared the aftermath of a 60-day 

closure of businesses. Republicans in the House had been repeatedly offering bills to circumvent the 

Governor’s authority and end his emergency powers. However, on Wednesday May 13, the Governor 
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declared that he would allow the stay at home order to expire on May 18. At that time, retail shops 

would be allowed to open up at 50% capacity, Churches with up to 10 people at a time, and on June 

1, salons, bars, and restaurants could begin opening with restrictions.  

Although some felt that the Governor’s announcement on May 14 was too little action too late, the 

Legislature did agree that the Governor's initial actions taken back in March were wise and gave 

Minnesota the time that it needed to get PPE, ventilators, and additional hospital capacity in place 

before the peak of the pandemic. Many were concerned that 80% of the state’s deaths from COVID-

19 stemmed from long-term-care facilities. Continued work and investigations are taking place to try 

to identify and solve the problems that nursing homes are facing with COVID-19. 

End of Regular Session 

In the final days of session, the House and Senate began meeting 4-6 hours at a time to find 

agreements on their priority projects before the adjournment deadline of midnight on Sunday 

evening. Although the Legislature had worked well together earlier in session to pass much-needed 

language related to the pandemic, it appeared that their ability to collaborate had waned. On May 5, 

the Office of Minnesota Management and Budget had released an updated budget projection for the 

state, and the results of that forecast caused a divide in how the state’s finance should be handled 

going forward.  The projection stated that the $1.5 billion surplus that the state had had just 3 months 

earlier had evaporated into a staggering $2.42 billion deficit - a $4 billion turnaround in just 10 

weeks. This almost unimaginable financial loss, coupled with disagreements regarding the 

Governor’s actions and other partisan conflicts, took the wind out of the sails of negotiations, and the 

session ended at midnight with a mediocre thud.  

The Legislature failed to pass many of their leading pieces of legislation - including the bonding bill, 

which would have funded hundreds of new jobs and projects. The day before the end of session, the 

Senate Republicans proposed bonding package that was over $1 billion less than the Governor’s and 

House’s proposal. The distance between the approaches was too great to overcome, and no 

compromise was reached.  

Other main pieces of legislation that did not pass included: 

 Senate Tax Omnibus Bill - SF 3843 (Chamberlain)  

 House Tax Omnibus Bill – HF 3389 (Marquart) 

 Ratification of the state employee contracts* - HF 2796 (Lillie)/SF 2770 (Koran) 

 Increased reimbursement rate for the Child Care Assistance Program - HF 4374 (Pinto)/SF 

3833 (Housley) 

 $500 million in emergency assistance grants to the Minnesota Family Investment Program - 

HF 4582 (Halverson)/Hayden 

 Paid family leave - HF 5 (Halverson)/SF 1050 (Kent) 

 Oversight of CARES Act fund spending - HF 4683 (Garofalo)/SF 4564 (Rosen) 

 Bonds for rental assistance and rules and regulations: - HF 2542 (Hausman)/(Weber) 
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 Allowing the release of certain incarcerated persons due to COVID-19 and increased 

probation funding – HF 3156 (Mariani) 

 Education Omnibus Bill with anti-vaping measures - HF 163 (Youakim)/SF 3043 (Nelson) 

However, there were several provisions that the Legislature was able to agree on and passed during 

the last few days of session:  

 K-12 school funding bill and Hourly School Employee compensation for COVID-19 - HF 4415 

(Davnie)/SF 4369 (Nelson) 

 Agriculture Policy and Finance Omnibus Bill - HF 4490 (Poppe)/SF 4395 (Westrom) 

 Judiciary and Civil Law Omnibus Bill – HF 3012 (Lesch)/SF 3072 (Limmer) 

 Omnibus Election Bill, $17 million in election security funds - HF 3429 (Nelson, M)/SF 3494 

(Kiffmeyer) 

 Increased the minimum age to buy tobacco and e-cigarette products to 21 - HF 331 

(Edelson)/SF463 (Chamberlain) 

 Extended grace period for drivers whose license expire during the pandemic - HF 462 

(Hornstein)/SF 1041 (Newman) 

 Electronic signatures accepted by local governments - HF 4605 (Freiberg)/SF4525 

(Kiffmeyer) 

 Banning of chemical TCE - a metal cleaner that is known to be cancerous –  HF 3376 

(Wazlawik)/SF 4073 (Chamberlain) 

 Health and Human Services Omnibus Policy Bill - SF 3560 (Benson)/HF 3727 (Moran) 

 Higher Education Omnibus Bill - HF3392 (Bernardy)/SF3683 (Anderson, P) 

 Public Safety and Corrections Omnibus Policy Bill - HF 3391 (Mariani)/ SF 3258 (Limmer) 

The 2020 Special Session 

On June 10, Governor Walz called legislators back to a special session starting Friday, June 12. 

Because the Governor issued another Peacetime Emergency Declaration he was required to call the 

legislature into session so that they would have the opportunity to vote to end his emergency powers. 

A resolution to end the peacetime emergency powers passed in the Senate but was defeated in the 

House, leaving the Governor’s emergency powers intact.   

Legislators had anticipated being called back for a special session to address items that remained 

unfinished from the regular session. They expected to focus on the COVID-19 pandemic and 

providing relief to Minnesotans by distributing CARES Act funds, creating jobs and stimulating the 

economy with a bonding bill, and by doing a tax bill. 

On Memorial Day George Floyd was killed by Minneapolis Police Officers. His death was caught on 

video and seen around the world. His death lead to weeks of civil unrest in the Twin Cities. People 

took to the street demanding a change to public safety and policing. The People of Color and 

Indigenous Caucus created a package of over 20 reforms to policing that they wanted to see made. 
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Others wanted to focus on creating financial relief to the businesses that were affected by the looting 

and fires that happened during the civil unrest.  

On the first day of the special session Senate Majority Leader Gazelka announced that the Senate 

planned after one week. Speaker of the House Hortman said the House would say in session as long 

as it took to accomplish their business. The primary goals of the session were to find agreement on 

CARES Act funding, police and public safety reform, a bonding bill, and a tax bill. If one body adjourns 

the other body must do so also. As promised, the Senate adjourned after one week with none of their 

major priorities accomplished.  
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CAPITAL INVESTMENT 

CAPITAL INVESTMENT OMNIBUS BILLS 

Governor Walz Bill HF 4558/SF 4597 

House Bonding Bill HF 2529  

Senate Bonding Bill SF 3463 

Senate Special Session Bonding Bill – SF 4 

 

No Bonding Bill passed during the Regular Session or first Special Session, though both the House 

and the Senate took Floor votes on their bonding bills over the last weekend of the Regular Session. 

The House Bill, HF2529 (Murphy) would have appropriated nearly $2.03 billion in general obligation 

bonds, and $495.9 million in additional appropriations, for a total of $2.52 billion.  The bill failed on 

a party-line vote of 75-58 on the second to last day of session.  The bill needed a super-majority of 81 

votes to pass but all GOP members voted no.  Republican House Leader Daudt stated he would not 

put up votes for a bonding bill until the peacetime emergency ends. 

  

The Senate unveiled their bill (SF 3463 - Senjem) on the last weekend of Regular Session with less 

than 48 hours left until adjournment.  The Bill was heard and brought to the Floor on the last night 

of session.  The Bill included $783 million in GO Bonds and $998 million in General Fund supported 

debt.  The Senate Bill did not include cash appropriations.  The Bill failed to pass on a vote of 38-29, 

with three DFLers (Tomassoni, Newton, and Hoffman) joining Republicans in voting Yes.  Forty-one 

votes are needed to pass a bonding bill in the Senate. 

 

During the First Special Session, the Senate released a revised $1.1 billion bonding bill, adding several 

metro and DFL projects. That bill was never brought to the Senate Floor. The House also did not bring 

a new bonding bill to the House Floor during Special Session. By all accounts, negotiations were 

happening on bonding behind the scenes but the green light was never given by all four caucus 

leaders to bring a bill to the Floor for passage. Negotiations are likely to continue into the summer 

and could be taken up at another special session. 

 

Highlights from the House and Senate Bonding Bills 

 The House Bonding Bill included $55 million for Met Council for Busway Capital 

Improvement Bus Rapid Transit.  This would have fully funded the D Line ($20 million 

needed).  The Regular Session Senate Bill did not include transit funding; the Senate Special 

Session Bill included $12 million for BRT. 

 The House Bonding Bill included $7 million for the 77th Street Underpass.  The Senate did 

not include funding for this project. 

 The House Bonding Bill included $3 million for Transportation Economic Development 

(TED), the Senate Bill included $1.5 million for TED. 

 Neither the House nor Senate included Corridors of Commerce Funding. 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?number=HF4558&type=bill&version=0&session=ls91&session_year=2020&session_number=0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?number=SF4597&version=latest&session=ls91&session_year=2020&session_number=0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?number=HF4529&type=bill&version=0&session=ls91&session_year=2020&session_number=0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?number=SF3463&version=latest&session=ls91&session_year=2020&session_number=0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=Senate&f=SF0004&ssn=1&y=2020
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 The House Bill contained $452 million for MnDOT and the Senate bill contained $688 million, 

both included funding for mostly targeted projects not general funding. 

 

D-LINE BRT FUNDING  

The Governor’s Bonding Bill and the House Bonding Bill both included the $20 million needed to 

complete the Bus Rapid Transit D Line from the Mall of America to Brooklyn Center.  The revised 

Senate Bonding Bill included $12 million for BRT, presumably all of which Met Council would put 

toward the D-Line, their top priority.  $55 million of federal and Met Council funds have already been 

identified.  $20 million in the bonding bill would complete the project, estimated to cost $75 million. 

 

77TH STREET UNDERPASS 

The 494 Corridor Commission supported the bill to fund for the 77th Street Underpass in 
Richfield.  The bill (HF 3628/ SF 3456) was chief authored by Representative Mike Howard and 
Senator Melissa Wiklund.  The House Bonding Bill during Regular Session included $7 million for the 
77th Street Underpass in Richfield.  The Senate Bonding Bill did not include funding for the 77th 
Street Underpass.  Discussions on a bonding bill are likely to continue this summer. 

TRANSPORTATION ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FUNDING 

The 494 Corridor Commission supports increased investment in the Transportation Economic 
Development (TED) program. TED is a joint program between MnDOT and DEED to support local 
transportation projects along key economic corridors.  TED offers innovative financing options and 
allows private sector partners to participate, e.g. United Health/Bren Road and I-494/Penn Ave.  
 
Both the House and Senate Bonding Bill included funding for TED.  The House bill included $3 million 
and the Senate bill included $1.5 million.  Discussions on a bonding bill are likely to continue this 
summer and TED funding is well situated to be included. 
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TRANSPORTATION 
 

Getting agreement on a Transportation Finance Bill was already an uphill battle at the Capitol and 

COVID-19 and economic uncertainty made it even more so.  In the end, no Transportation Finance 

Bill was passed in Regular or Special Session.  Both the House and Senate Bonding Bills contained 

substantial investments in specific transportation projects but the Bonding Bills couldn’t get the 

needed minority votes to pass either chamber. 

  

Legislators did work out an agreement on a Transportation Policy Bill (HF 462), which was signed 

into law.  Highlights of that bill include: 

 Allowing Minnesotans with soon-to-expire driver’s licenses extra time to renew them 

 Waiving a requirement to take a new photograph and complete a vision test if a driver’s 

license applicant’s name, address, signature, or driver’s license number hasn’t changed, and 

they aren't seeking a REAL ID or enhanced driver’s license. 

 Directing MnDOT, the Department of Public Safety and the Metropolitan Council to each 

report to the Legislature on the use of federal funds appropriated to the state as part of the 

response to the COVID-19 health crisis 

 Allowing drivers involved in a motor vehicle collision involving injury or damage to provide 

an email address in place of a residential address, and state that a driver’s license does not 

need to be shown to the other driver or drivers involved 

 Setting owner notification requirements in order for a private road to be dedicated as public 

when it is continuously repaired or maintained as a public road for six years 

 Creating an optional identifier on driver’s licenses and state ID’s allowing the holder to 

indicate they have a mental health disorder. 

 The bill did NOT include measures targeted a stemming an increase in crime on Metro Transit 

– though the issue was heavily debated. 
 

494 CORRIDOR COMMISSIONER FUNDING 

 
The 494 Corridor Commission Funding Bill (HF 316/SF443) was chief-authored by Representative 
Steve Elkins in the House and Senator Paul Anderson in the Senate.  Most of the 494 Corridor 
Commission delegation also signed on as co-authors: Representative Pryor, Representative Edelson, 
Representative Acomb, Representative Andrew Carlson, Representative Howard, Representative 
Kotyza-Witthuhn, Senator Anderson, Senator Cwodzinski, and Senator Franzen. 

The bill appropriated $300,000 over two years to the 494 Corridor Commission. The grant would be 
made through the Metropolitan Council, and the council was directed to provide grants by July 31 
each year. The funds would have been available for administrative, programming, and service 
expansion expenditures. 

The Legislature did not pass a Transportation Finance Bill; therefore, the 494 Corridor Commission 
funding/telecommuting language did not pass in Regular or Special Session.  The Interim Budget 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?f=SF443&y=2019&ssn=0&b=senate


 

12 
 

Projection in May revealed that a $1.5 billion surplus announced in February had turned into a more 
than $2 billion deficit, drying up funding.  In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, Representative Elkins 
and House Transportation Chair worked on new language to fund the telecommuting services 
provided by the 494 Corridor Commission; however, no Transportation Finance Bill was passed in 
Regular or Special Session. 

 

 



Group Presentations (2) Employer Meetings (2)

Developed and hosted webinar: Bicycle Commuting Basics Donaldson - annual check-in

Coordinated and hosted webinar w/MnDOT: 2020 Road Construction Impacts Affecting I-494 Best Buy - vanpools, telework

Meetings with Partners (6)

494 Airport to Highway 169 TAC meeting

494 Airport to Highway 169 PAC meeting

Around the Airport project consultants - webinar planning

Commute with Enterprise - employer vanpools

Best Workplaces for Commuters - Telework Certificate 

Twin Cities Shared Mobility Collaborative with TMO partners

Pledges from drive-alone commuters to try a sustainable commute: 145

Customized Commute Assistance Requests: 36

Preferential carpool parking registrations: 11

Commuters who opted-in to receive our newsletter: 4,080

Employers & multi-tenant office buildings managing carpool parking for: 26

      Facebook Followers: 636

      Twitter Followers: 799

New Users on Commuter Services Website: 734

Outreach Highlights

Launched Commuter Services' YouTube channel to showcase our employer and commuter webinars

Planning Twin Cities Telework Employer Summit 2.0

Designing branded facemasks for commuters

Promoted Bike to Work Week June 15-19

Sent July newsletter to approximately 4,080 commuters who have opted-in to receive Commuter Services updates

Promoting Commuter Challenge campaign to employers and commuters through July 31

Sent commuters updates on the I-494 riverbed bicycle trail reconstruction

Researched telework information to develop additional resources for employers and commuters

Sent employers/commuters regular updates on the Around the Airport, 35W@94, 35W MN River Bridge, 494 Pavement (Inver Grove Heights to S. St. Paul) construction 

Sent updates on Southwest LRT and Orange Line/Knox Ave Transitway construction 

Attended webinar: The Future of Work (@ Home) with Dr. Charlie Grantham for insight on trends and the future of telework 

Posted new TDM content to social media daily

Regularly updated website

     Commuter Services

July 2020 Employer & Commuter Outreach Results

Executive Director Report



 

 

 

 

Contact: Kate Meredith  

Interim Executive Director 

7101 York Ave. S. Suite 156 

Edina, MN 55435 

Email: kate@494corridor.org 

Phone: 612-750-4494 

 

 

June 17, 2020 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Commuter Services, MnDOT will host road construction update webinar 

Join Commuter Services and the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) for an update on 
current road projects during the webinar, 2020 Road Construction Affecting the I-494 Corridor, set for 
Thursday, June 25, from 11 a.m. to noon. 

Minnesota’s road construction season is well underway. MnDOT West Area Engineer Aaron Tag and 
South Area Engineer Molly Kline will review the status of the major road construction projects on I-494, 
I-35W, Highway 5, and other high-volume corridors within the south metro. Updates will cover 
scheduling, impacts, detours and benefits of these area projects: 

• Around the Airport (Highway 5/I-494) 

• I-494 Pavement and Bridges (Inver Grove Heights to South St. Paul) 

• I-35W Minnesota River Bridge Replacement 

• 35W@94: Downtown to Crosstown 
 

In addition, MnDOT will provide a high-level summary of plans for the I-494 Airport to Highway 169 
project, scheduled to begin in 2022.  

Registration is open. This webinar will be recorded and available for on-demand viewing. 

Commuter Services routinely provides updates to all major road construction projects affecting the I-494 
corridor. To receive updates on any of the projects covered in this webinar, email Kate Meredith or call 
her at 612-750-4494.  

 

-30- 
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From: Kate Meredith <Kate@494corridor.org>  
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 9:53 AM 
To: Kate Meredith <Kate@494corridor.org> 
Subject: Construction Webinar next week!  

 

 

2020 Road Construction Impacts 
Thursday, June 25 – 11 a.m. - 12 p.m. CST 

  

 

    

 

JOIN US for a FREE WEBINAR 

11 a.m. – noon | Thursday, June 25 
 

 

2020 Road Construction Impacts Affecting the I-494 Corridor 

Commuter Services and the Minnesota Department of Transportation invite you to learn 
more about the major road construction projects on I-494, I-35W, Highway 5, and other high-
volume corridors within the south metro.  
 
In this webinar, representatives from MnDOT will cover the scheduling, impacts, detours and 
benefits of these current projects: 

• Around the Airport (Highway 5/I-494) 

• I-494 Pavement and Bridges (Inver Grove Heights to South St. Paul) 

• I-35W Minnesota River Bridge Replacement 

• 35W@94: Downtown to Crosstown 

You’ll also hear the latest plans for the future I-494 Airport to Highway 169 project coming in 
2022. A question and answer period will be held following the presentation. The webinar will 
be recorded if you cannot attend it live. 
 

 

REGISTER NOW!  
 

 

mailto:Kate@494corridor.org
mailto:Kate@494corridor.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qGVqLNQZQy26omFFZedLzA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qGVqLNQZQy26omFFZedLzA


  

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Kate Meredith 
Interim Executive Director   
Commuter Services 
(612) 750-4494 
www.494corridor.org  
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